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                             Introduction 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This informational handbook has been created as a reference guide for both parents and children.  Many of the 
most frequently asked questions regarding daily procedures, programming, medical information, attendance 
policies, special events, out of camp trips and food services are addressed within. 
 
It is our sincere desire that your child enjoys a safe, comfortable and fun summer in our camp environment and 
within the activity program that is offered.  Prior to and during the camp season your frequent use of this handbook 
as a reference guide will assist us in achieving our desired objectives in helping to meet your expectations for your 
child’s  camping  experience. 
 
Please take the time, with your child, to read and review the entire handbook at least once in order to 
familiarize yourself with all of the contents.  The following page is the Table of Contents, and it will provide a 
quick and easy method by which to seek information.  Through our combined efforts we will be able to provide a 
happy and eventful summer. 
 
Our entire Cali Camp Family consisting of directors, leadership team, specialists, counselors, assistant and junior 
leaders, office and maintenance staff look forward to sharing the summer with you and your family.  We will do our 
best to provide a memorable and meaningful summer for you and your child. 
 
Yours for quality camping, 
 
Ariel Rowin and Kassandra Wilsey 
Cali Camp Co-Directors 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 
“Cali  Camp at Big Rock Ranch is dedicated to enriching the lives of children  
 
through the outdoor experience.  We will provide an opportunity where both  
 
campers and staff are encouraged to be the BEST they can BE in a nurturing,  
 
safe and  fun  environment.”   
 
THE ”GOALS” and  “Outcomes”  OF CALI-CAMP  ARE… 

Goals Outcomes 
 
To introduce activities to campers as a vehicle to learn and 
develop new skills while enjoying themselves. 

 

 
Campers will develop skills in the new activities and will be 
able to go home at the end of the summer and take up a 
new activity as an afterschool program or take lessons to 
improve on the skills that they began to develop at camp, 
ie. Tennis, gymnastics, archery, caroms, ping pong, rock 
climbing, ropes climbing, basketball, soccer, drama, 
swimming. 

 
To  build  campers’  self- confidence and encourage personal 
growth. 

 

 
Campers, through their involvement in activities will develop 
more confidence and be more willing to try new things in 
front of others.  They will feel good about themselves and in 
turn will gain more friends and play more sports and 
activities in their lives. 

 
To teach our campers life skills by which to improve their 
relationships with themselves and others through the 
participation of activities. 

 

 
Campers learn how to make friends and keep them.  They 
also learn how to get along in groups which they take back 
to school and in their personal friendships.  They will learn 
skills to enrich their social lives.  

 
To provide leadership opportunities to help our campers 
achieve their personal best. 

 

 
Campers that learn leadership will gain skills and be more 
confident at school and in their extra curricular activities.   

 
To develop in each camper an appreciation for our natural 
surroundings including a concern for the environment and 
the desire to help preserve it. 

 

 
Campers will be able to go home and implement many of 
the sustainable practices they learn at camp through our 
Nature program such as recycling, re-using, edible plants, 
conservation and preservation etc.   

 
To educate campers in developing a deeper understanding 
and appreciation for the differences in people. 

 

 
Campers will be able to go back to school and deal with 
people in their lives.  They will be more tolerant and 
appreciative of the differences in their peers and people 
they meet in their daily lives. 
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Final Confirmation 
 

Your final confirmation/ invoice has been sent via email. It provides all of the basic registration information about your child. If 
any of the information does not coincide with your request, please call our office immediately: 

 
 

The following key will assist you in the interpretation of your child's registration invoice: 
 
 

► Your child’s  last  name  is our reference.  Please refer to it when you call or 
           send email. 
 
►              Your family number is found at the top of your invoice under the date. 
 
► Your child is enrolled in one or more of these programs: 
 

x Day  Camp….…………………….  See group name 
x Aerial  Arts  Camp  ……………….    Pandas  or  Koalas   
x Equestrian Camp………………. Mustangs or Palominos 
x Adventure  Camp……………….Mountain  Lions 
 

► Campers will receive the clothing you ordered on their first day at camp.  If you want to order other items we will have a 
camp store open at lunch.  Call the office for details. 

 
► Prepaid lunches are listed. The cost is $10.00 per day 
 
► Schedule changes- Should you need to make a schedule change please call the office. You can freely make changes 

until May 1st. After May 1st your first 3 changes will be no cost, any subsequent changes will be a $25 charge.  
 
► Our Federal I.D number can be used for tax exemption purposes.  It is 45-372-0075 
 
 

TUITION AND OTHER FEES ARE DUE by May 1st. 
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All of Your 

Questions Answered 
 
WHAT HAPPENS ON MY FIRST DAY?  
 
► The first day of camp is full of excitement for new and experienced campers alike. The Cali Camp Staff will 

do all they can from the first moment to comfort your child, put any fears to rest and make for a positive and 
fulfilling camp experience begin on their first day.  

 
► As a parent you can assist by having your child prepared and on time for the bus.  Your child should be 

ready early for their first day of camp. The bus counselor will have a "FIRST DAY NAME TAG" on the bus for 
your child.  All campers, on their first day of camp, will be asked to wear this name badge to assist with group 
placement, orientation and name learning by the staff and other group members.  This name tag is to be 
worn during the entire first day by each camper.  Staff members also wear nametags to help everyone learn 
their names.  

 
► When the bus arrives at camp and each new child exits, he/she will be greeted by our Staff and Junior 

Leader Greeting Team and accompanied to  the stage in the lunch area.  It is here that campers, staff, 
specialists and directors gather each day to begin activities. The 3, 4 and 5 year old campers will be escorted 
to the front tables in the lunch area.   Your child is pre-assigned to a group and then introduced to their 
counselors and fellow campers of that group by the Director.  

 
► At Cali Camp children are encouraged to ask questions; please help us to reinforce the act of questioning 

where to go, what to do, where to place belongings, etc.  This will provide the camper with the needed 
support  to  "not  be  afraid  to  ask.” 

 
► New children start camp each day and every day.  Our staff has been trained to always facilitate camper 

orientations and to assist with introductions and the welcoming of new friends within the group. 
 
 
HOW WILL I KNOW WHICH BUS IS MINE? 
 
► Each camper on his first day will receive a bus bracelet with their bus name on it to assist  children in 

remembering which bus to get on at the end of the day.  Each bus will have a corresponding station number 
in the window.  

 
► There will also be a bus mascot, which is a soft cuddly toy animal by which children can associate.  The 

animal will be given a name by the campers on that bus and it will be a means of bus identification 
throughout the summer for your child.  

 
► The operations director, camp director, leadership team and transportation staff are in the parking lot at 

the end of each day to assist any child needing assistance.  Tell your child that no one leaves until every 
camper is on the correct bus, we have taken roll and a final and correct count from each driver is 
confirmed.  Campers should be encouraged to speak with any of the directors and staff at boarding time 
should they need assistance.  
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ARE THERE ACTIVITIES THE FIRST DAY OF CAMP? 
 
► Activities will be held the very first day of camp; however, it is best to remember that this day is 

somewhat different than other days.  There are staff introductions, introductions to groups and 
activity areas, program orientations, new friends and counselors to meet and greet. 

 
► This takes time!   Please explain to your child that the first day’s  activities  are  somewhat  modified.   
 
► Even   though   the  day’s   schedule   varies,   campers   should   still   bring   their   swim  suits,   towels,   long  

pants and lunch; they will be participating in activities.  
 
► Campers who start during the remaining days of week one and during weeks two through nine will 

be introduced to their group and counselor in the morning at the round up area (at the stage).  
Ongoing orientations will be provided by the counselor and specialists throughout the day as the 
camper experiences the various activity areas.  

 
WHAT SHOULD I WEAR TO CAMP? 
 
► Play clothes are most comfortable and shorts are most desirable.  Please have your child bring a 

pair of long pants (sweat pants are preferable) to slip over the shorts during the activities that 
require pants for safety such as go-carts, aerial arts and horseback riding. A swimsuit and towel are 
needed at camp daily. A sweatshirt should be brought for inclement weather (colder mornings) and 
on beach trip days. All clothing should be MARKED  with  your  child’s  name! 

 
► Campers must wear closed toe shoes to camp.  Tennis shoes or sneakers are preferable.  OPEN 

TOE SANDALS ARE NOT ALLOWED! Sandals may be worn during a beach trip, but only at the 
beach.   Children in Wrangler Camp must wear boots or hard shoes with heels and long pants while 
riding.   NO CHILD WILL BE ABLE TO RIDE IN TENNIS SHOES! 

 
► On many occasions during our theme weeks we have dress up days.  The dress up days are listed 

in the Special Events Calendar found on page 20.  Most campers participate in dress up.    All staff 
members and directors dress up! All campers are encouraged to participate in these fun and joyous 
events.  These are fun days; and dressing up, with an opportunity to win an award for best dressed, 
can be a positive motivation for your child.  Please assist and encourage your child to participate in 
our dress up activities. All   outfits   should   still   be   “camp   appropriate”   so   that   your   child   can   still  
participate in all their camp activities.  
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WHEN DO I RECEIVE MY CAMP SHIRT? 
 
► Your child will receive their Cali Camp shirt on their first day of camp. Additional camp clothing items are sold at the 

Camp Shack and can be pre-purchased through the office, or by your camper during lunch with cash.  
 
 
HOW DO I FIND LOST CLOTHING? 
 
► All personal articles, especially T-shirts, hats, backpacks, towels, swim suits, shorts and sweatshirts should be 

clearly   marked   with   the   camper’s   name. On dress-up   days   please   remember   to   put   camper’s   names   on  
costumes. Mark your child’s  clothing   in a very visible area (preferably on the back of the shirt neck or waist 
band of pants) with first and last name.  MARKED ITEMS ARE EASILY RETURNED TO CAMPERS AT THE 
END OF THE DAY OR ON THEIR NEXT CAMP DAY.  

 
► The Lost and Found procedure is to display the lost items at the close of the day on the day it is found.  If it is 

unclaimed it is deposited into the appropriately marked barrel located behind the stage. Items with names clearly 
marked will be returned by calling out names, hand carrying the item to the camper and/or returned in the bus-
clothing bag.  Items without names are displayed the day they are found.  If unclaimed they are placed in 
the appropriate labeled containers located behind the stage.   

 
► The lost and found storage containers are very accessible to campers.  Each container is labeled and has in it 

different items such as shirts, backpacks, pants, swim suits, towels, hats, etc. 
 
► It is suggested that you check with your child each evening as he arrives home to make sure that items have not 

been left at camp.  If an item has been left at camp, please call the camp immediately.  Our office will be most 
happy to assist you in locating the lost items. 
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WHAT ABOUT SPECIAL ACTIVITIES? 
 
Swimming – Each camper is ability tested to determine their swimming skill level prior to participation.  Children that pass the 
skills check will have recreational swimming.  Lessons are for non-swimmers only.  Campers who do not pass the skills check 
will spend part of the period in swimming lessons working on the swim check skills. A portion of their swim time will also 
include recreational swimming with staff.  Children will remain in lessons until they are able to pass all portions of the swim 
check. The 3 -5 year olds will have swim lessons every day.  Each child will bring home a swim fact sheet after his/her first day 
in camp.  It provides the parent with information pertaining to the swim checks and the type of instructional program offered.  
All campers are expected to bring their towel and swim suit to camp daily.  Those campers who do not wish to swim must 
remain in the swim area while their group is swimming.  They are supervised in the table games area that is adjacent to the 
pool. 
 
The Cali-Camp  Swim  Check   consists   of   your   child’s   ability   to   perform   the   following   fundamental   swim   skills   as  
approved by one of the certified pool staff members: 
 

A. Two widths of the crawl stroke (freestyle) - without resting poolside or needing  
assistance. Camper has successfully displayed knowledge and use of arm and leg  
movement while keeping his head above the waterline or using proper breathing techniques.  

 
B. Back float - Camper has displayed an efficient back float, using arms and  legs for implied  

sculling as needed, and has been able to keep their chin and head above the water level while  
performing a back float. 

 
    C.   Treading water - A  twenty  second  exhibition  of  the  camper’s  ability  to  stay   
           afloat in deep water; with the use of sculling techniques (circling of arms and legs) implied if  
           not actually known by camper. 
 

C. Breath holding - Camper has exhibited ability to hold breath, fully submerged for five counts  
and then resurface. 

               
High Ropes Challenge Course – Children age 7 and above will have the opportunity to build confidence and increase their 
balance skills when placed on the forty-two foot high challenge course.  Campers must wear safety helmets and a waist 
harness (provided); they are anchored with automatic hydraulic belay ropes. Specialists for this program are trained to instruct 
campers in this fun and challenging activity.   
 
Horseback Riding- Children age 8 and up will have the ability to go on a horseback trail ride with their group once a week. 
Campers must bring pants to wear, and also must wear a safety helmet (provided) while riding. For campers ages 6 & 7, or 
those particularly interested in horseback riding, our Wrangler Specialty Camp would be a guaranteed way to participate in 
daily horseback riding. 
 
Go Carts – All campers are allowed to ride go-carts, and must wear long pants and a safety helmet (helmet provided). 
Children 3-6 years of age will be driven by a staff member, and children ages 7 and up who pass their  “driving  test”  (are  able  
to follow commands and show competency at steering, stopping and going) will be able to drive their own go-cart.  
 
Aerial Arts – Campers may have an opportunity to participate in Aerial Arts on the weeks when the specialty camp is not full. 
Campers must wear clothing without buttons or zippers, so sweat pants to put on are recommended. For those campers 
particularly interested in Aerial Arts, our Aerial Arts Specialty Camp would be a guaranteed way to participate in daily Aerials.  
 

ALL OF CAMPS SPECIAL ACTIVITIES REQUIRE LONG PANTS,  
SO PLEASE BE SURE TO PACK PANTS FOR YOUR VHILD TO WEAR OVER THEIR REGULAR CLOTHES EVERYDAY! 
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WHAT ABOUT LUNCH? 
 
► Campers may bring or buy their lunch each day. 
     
► All lunches brought from home should be brought in a lunch box to be stored on your campers 

group shelf. The camp does not provide any refrigeration for lunches.   
 
► The cost to purchase lunch is $10.00, and the fee can be paid daily by the child each morning or be 

paid  in  advance.  If  lunches  are  purchased  in  advanced,  the  camper’s  name  is  placed  on  a  list  and  
is checked daily as the camper receives his lunch identification band.   You are encouraged to pre-
purchase lunch for the entire summer.  This will eliminate your concern about the daily handling of 
money by your child. Call the business office to make this arrangement. 

 
► At the beginning of the camp day all campers who are purchasing or have pre-purchased lunch will 

stop at a lunch table to receive their lunch wrist band. This band identifies them as having paid for 
lunch. Bands are available at lunch time for those campers who may have forgotten to get theirs in 
the morning, or for campers who arrived late to camp.  

 
► Our  “Cali-Café”  will  be  open   in   the  mornings  from  8:30am  till  9:15am  and  again  at   lunch.     In   the  

morning we will offer a variety of healthy options including, but not limited to, homemade muffins, 
bagels and cream cheese, yogurt and fruit cups, cereals and juice. 

 
► All campers will have a choice of milk or ice water with their lunch every day.  
 
►          Campers who do not have a lunch will be given a hot lunch, and your account will be charged 

$10.00.  
 
► We discourage campers from bringing sweet sodas to camp in their lunches; juice boxes and 

bottled water are most desirable. 
 
► Gum Chewing is not allowed at any time in camp or on the camp bus. 
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WHAT ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT CAMP? 
 
► The Cali Café  is open to campers before camp and during lunch only. Most items cost between $1 - $5.   
         Please limit the amount of cash you give your camper. Each camper will only be allowed to purchase 1-2          
 items  per  day,  and  we  do  not  allow  “sharing  money”  between  campers.   
 
► Camp souvenirs, such as Cali-Camp apparel, mascot animals, bracelets, water bottles, skateboards, 

specialty T-shirts, caps, backpacks, tank tops, etc. will be available at the  “Cali Camp Shack”.  These items 
cost between $5 - $30 and can be purchased in advanced through the camp office. A full list of camp shack 
items will be available to view on-line.  

 
ARE THERE OUT OF CAMP TRIPS? 
 
► The Eagles and Mountain Lions groups will have weekly beach trips, rotating from Thursday to Friday each 

week (beginning Week 2). Groups ages 8+ will have 1-2 scheduled beach trips thought the summer. You will 
be  notified  if  your  child’s  group  will  be  attending  the beach during the week they are registered.  

 
► If you prefer that your child does not participate on the scheduled trip, please notify our program team leader 

immediately so that your child will be placed with a similar age group on that particular trip day. 
 
► We will have one camp-wide beach day in which everyone will go to the beach together. The Camp Wide 

beach trip date is August 6th, 2015.  
 
OVERNIGHTS 
 
► There will be special notices for information pertaining to the Friday overnights. Children ages 6 and up are 

invited to attend.  See the calendar on page 24 for the exact dates. Overnight enrollment flyers will be sent 
via email, handed out in camp one week prior to the event and be available on our website.  Registration and 
payment (check or credit card) for the overnights are made separately to the business office. 

 
DO I NEED TO BRING EQUIPMENT FROM HOME? 
 
► Cali Camp provides all of the necessary equipment including safety gear, and protective helmets (when 

needed) for campers to safely enjoy all of the camp activities.  Wranglers and skateboarders may bring their 
own marked helmets. All campers need to bring long pants to participate in special activities.  

 
► All personal toy animals, electronic games, phones, toys, radios, laptop computers, i-pads, walkmen, i-pods, 

and CD players are not permitted in camp or on the bus to and from camp. We feel that this type of 
equipment is not in keeping with our philosophy and the outdoor experience that Cali Camp offers; therefore, 
these items must remain at home.   

 
► Cell phones are not allowed at camp! We are out of the cell phone range! If your camper needs to bring a 

cell phone for communication after the bus the phone must stay in their backpack during camp. If cell phones 
are  brought  out  at  camp  they  will  be  held  in  the  director’s  office  until  the  end  of  the  day, marked with your 
child’s  name  and  given  back  prior to the bus ride.  

 
► Pets, jewelry, watches and other valuable items should be left at home. At no time shall any staff member, 

parent, camper, guest or any other person bring alcohol, drugs or weapons on property.  
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► Personal sports equipment may be brought for specialty area, however equipment will only be allowed at the 
specialty activity at camp the equipment pertains to. Cali Camp is not responsible for any personal or athletic 
equipment that is brought to camp.   

 
 

 
DO I NEED MONEY AT CAMP? 
 
► For the most part, money at camp is not needed except for the “Cali-Café”  or  the  “Camp  Shack.”  Campers 

buying lunch need have to bring $10.00 each day. You do have the option to pre-pay for your child's lunch.  
Call our office for details. 

 
► Snack items are on sale in the “Cali-Café”   for $1 - $5.  
 
► Souvenirs cost $1 - $30.00 at  the  “Camp  Shack.”  All prices are posted online. Camp Shack items can also 

be pre-purchased through the main office.  
 
► Please do not send your child with large amounts of cash.  Older campers may bring between $5.00 

and $10.00 when attending a beach trip. 
 
 

CAN PARENTS VISIT THE CAMP? 
 
► Visitors are welcome during the activity day. (For policies regarding bringing guests to camp see Page 16).  Please use 

the following procedures for visiting camp: 
 

1. Inform your child of the fact that you will be visiting. 
 

2. Check with the office as to the best time to visit.  Some days have special time schedules and are inconvenient for 
visiting.  

 
3. Do not ask your child to meet you at the office at a set time.  We will take you to your child's group when you arrive.  

 
4. For security purposes you must check in at the main office upon arrival.  You will receive a guest name tag that 

must be worn at all times.  
 

5. If, on the day of your visit, you plan to bring your child in the morning or take your child home please inform the 
office for security and accountability purposes. You must sign in and/or sign out your child at the main office. 

 
6. While observing your child you are asked to stay in the background and observe unless you are invited to 

participate.  This invitation will be extended by the counselor.  If you do participate please do so with a level of 
"moderation".  You are not as young as you used to be!  Parents have been known to be so over zealous in their 
attempt to display their athletic skills that they have injured themselves. 

 
7. Please refrain from speaking with the counselor for a long period of time.  The counselor has the responsibility of 

supervision and should not be away from the group for conversational purposes.  There may be other times that are 
more appropriate to speak to the counselor about your child.  You can speak at great length with the Staff 
Supervisor – Team Leader who is ultimately responsible for communication between you, your child and the 
counselor. 
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Medical Information 

 
The safety and concern of your child is of paramount importance to us. Since your child will be in our care it is 
extremely important that we be prepared to assist them at any time should a need arise. You have received a health 
history form which must be completed online on our website prior to the start of camp. Please be sure that you have 
completed it entirely. 

 
CAMP NURSE / FIRST AID SPECIALIST 

 
► We  employ  either  a  Camp  Nurse,  EMT  or  First  Aid  Specialist  (FAS)  for  the  entire  summer.    This  person’s  

basic responsibilities are to convey all necessary medical information to the counseling staff, dispense 
prescribed medication if requested, take care of your child and contact you and/or your physician in a 
medical emergency. During the course of the day the Nurse / EMT / FAS is stationed in the Health Center. 

 
► Daily responsibilities consist of caring for minor first aid injuries, administering medication brought from 

home, record keeping and communicating with parents.  The Los Angeles County Fire Department is readily 
available should there be an emergency that is beyond our control.  The Paramedic Rescue 

 Team is located at our local Los Angeles County Fire Department Station 69 which is three miles from camp.  
 
► The nearest hospitals are West Hills Emergency or Santa Monica, UCLA Medical Center.  Our first action will 

be to contact you and your child's physician. We notify parents of all illness, head injuries and insect stings 
immediately.  It is important that in the event of an emergency you, or someone designated by you, be 
available to drive to camp and take your child to the medical treatment center of your choice if needed. 

 
FIRE, EARTHQUAKE AND TERRORISM PROCEDURES 

 
► Our staff receives orientation during staff training on all Emergency Procedures.   We have evacuation drills 

weekly with the campers. All drivers have maps and instructions on the use of the 5 exit routes from within 
Topanga Canyon. If we are requested to leave camp then we go to designated parks in the City – Temescal 
Cyn. Park or Valley – Balboa Park.    In the event of a disaster, and we are confined to camp, we have 
provisions of food, water and medical supplies to last for at least three days.  

 
THE USE OF MEDICATION 

 
► If your child is taking prescribed medication which must be administered at camp please send it in the 

original container, inside a sealed bag and give it to the bus counselor.  The medication should be clearly 
marked with first and last name and the instructions for usage should accompany this medication.  The bus 
counselor will give the medication to the Camp Nurse/EMT/FAS upon arrival at camp.  All medications are 
kept in a locked area.  At the conclusion of camp the left over medication will be sent home with your camper 
or mailed home. 
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Cali Camp at Big Rock Ranch 

SUMMER 2015 
 

ATTENDANCE AND REFUND POLICIES   
 
SCHEDULE CHANGES (KNOWN AS ABSENCES AND DROPPED DAYS): If your child is going to be absent 
and must miss a day please attempt to notify us in advance and reschedule at that time.  If you are not able to 
reschedule at that time call us at your earliest convenience to set your make up day. 
 
MAKE-UP DAYS:  Prior to May 1, 2015 you may make as many changes to your schedule as you like at no 
charge.  After May 1, 2015 each child is allowed (3) three FREE make-up days.   We take roll on the bus and in 
the  group  and  keep  track  of  your  child’s  absences  and  make-up  days  in  your  families’  computer  records.     
 
SCHEDULE CHANGES:  After May 1st, all changes after your (3) three FREE make-up days have been used are 
at a rate of $25.00 per change. 
 
EXTENDED ILLNESS: An extended illness is defined as being five (5) or more consecutive camp attendance 
dates. A Doctor's note is required for verification. Days may be made up during the last three (3) weeks of camp. 
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM CAMP: Should you withdraw your child from camp prior to May 1st then you will receive 
your deposit or full tuition less $50.00 for each child.   
 
DISMISSAL FROM CAMP:  There are occasions when a child must be dismissed from camp because s/he is not 
adjusting physically, psychologically or emotionally.  This action will take effect only after an evaluation has 
occurred with the camper, camp director and parents.  Dismissal for the aforementioned reasons will result in a 
$50.00 per day refund for the unused days.  If a camper must be dismissed for disciplinary measures then there 
will be NO REFUND for the unused days.  
 
FIRST TIME CAMP EXPERIENCE:  Often children are enrolled in camp and there is apprehension due to a first 
time camp experience.  If that apprehension exists, then it is recommended that you enroll your child for a 
minimum enrollment of five (5) days.  You can always add days if they are available. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION:   
 

1. Any days added after the special discount rate deadline will be at the listed seasonal daily rate of the time. 
2. If you decide to change from one camp program to another there is no guarantee of space after   May 1, 

2015. 
3. There are no refunds for a partially missed day. 
4. Unused days will not be applied as credit for next summer or future programs. 
5. Days to be rescheduled may be used by only siblings in the same family. 
6. A missed overnight can be rescheduled. There are no refunds. 
7. Your  child’s  health history form must be turned in to our office prior to the start of their stay at camp via our 

website. 
8. When adding days after the summer has begun all payments must be made prior to child attending camp.  

Phone requests for changes and adding days will be accepted only with credit card payment. 
Cali-Camp at Big Rock Ranch 
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1717 Old Topanga Cyn. Rd. 
Topanga, CA 90290 

(310) 455-0404 
Fax# (310) 455-0408  

 
www.calicamp.com 
info@calicamp.com 

 
 
 

 Specialty Camp Programs 
 
 

AERIAL ARTS CAMP 

 Cali Camp is proud to be offering Aerial Arts Camp for Boys and Girls Ages 6 - 14.  Aerial Arts Camp 
will be offered in one week sessions for Weeks 2, 4, 6 & 8:  Monday through Friday.  Your child will 
be in the safe hands of FOCUSfish Specialists, participating in aerial trapeze, silks and lyra lessons 
and performances; as well as poi, juggling, acrobatics & hula hoop activities for 2 1/2 hours each 
day.   Cirque activities are balanced with three other camp activities, including daily swimming. 
Participants must wear active clothing that does not have any zippers, buttons or 
embellishments. Tights are preferable. Water bottles are also suggested.  

Visit FOCUSfish's website to check out more information on the programs they offer.  FOCUSfish will 
also be operating at Big Rock Ranch throughout the school year for afternoon programs.  

ADVENTURE CAMP 
 
We are offering campers ages 8 - 14 the opportunity to get excited about Nature and Adventure!  
Adventure Camp will be offered in one week sessions for Weeks 1, 3, 5, 7,& 9:  Monday through 
Friday.  Campers will explore our land through hikes, will challenge themselves at our High Ropes 
Challenge Course, and dive in with weekly beach trips.  Campers will have adventure activities 1/2 
day (2 1/2 hours) and then have lunch and the other 1/2 day (3 periods) in camp activities, including 
daily swimming. All participants must wear athletic shoes that offer support and tread for hiking 
and climbing.  
 
EQUESTRIAN CAMP  
 
This program spans many different skill levels for ages 6-14, ranging from experienced campers to 
those that have never even seen a horse before. Equestrian campers will spend half of their day at 
camp with horses and the other half participating in regular camp activities (always including 
swimming).  Our riders will learn horsemanship skills at all levels from beginning to advanced and 
must attend Monday through Friday. Equestrian Camps one (1) week sessions are limited to 20 
campers per session, and within each session the kids are broken up into beginning, intermediate 
and advanced riding groups.  All riders are required to wear long pants and must wear hard toed 
shoes with heels in order to participate in the program. It is recommended that your child 
brings their own helmet if participating for more than one week; however Cali Camp will 
provide helmets to those who need them. There is a separate fee schedule for this program and it 
is available Weeks 1-9.  Any child within the appropriate age range may enroll for one or more weeks! 
Water bottles are also suggested. 
 

 

http://www.calicamp.com/
mailto:info@calicamp.com
http://www.focusfish.com/
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GUESTS IN CAMP 
 
Often you may have one of your child's relatives or friends that you would like to have attend camp for one or two 
days.  If we have the available space we will be most happy to accommodate you.  You must have a completed 
health history form that accompanies the guest and a tuition payment of $145.00 for that day.  The guest must be 
the same age, within 1 year, in order to be in the same group. Please plan in advance with our office.   
 
Guests are also allowed on the overnights and the fee is $145.00.  Each guest must have a completed medical 
release form, and is required to go through a special overnight orientation that will be given by the Director at the 
camp facility prior to participating in the overnight.  
 

DIRECTIONS TO CAMP 
 
From  the  West  Side  …  take Pacific Coast Highway to Topanga Canyon Blvd. Turn East on Topanga Canyon and 
go 5 miles to the junction of Old Topanga Canyon Road and Topanga Canyon Blvd., at the post office go left 2.5 
miles  to 1717 Old Topanga Canyon Road and turn left into the main parking lot and check in with the front office. 
 
From the San Fernando Valley East of Topanga Canyon  Blvd  …      take the Ventura 101 Freeway and Exit 
Valley Circle.  Turn left over the freeway and continue 1 mile to Valmar Road.  Make a right on Valmar and go 1 
mile to the end. Valmar dead-ends at Mulholland Highway. Turn right on Mulholland Highway. In half-a-mile 
turn left on Old Topanga Canyon (you can only make a left). Drive up the canyon exactly 3 miles to 1717 Old 
Topanga Canyon Road and turn right into the main parking lot and check in with the main office.  
 
From the San Fernando Valley West of Topanga  Canyon  Blvd  …   take the Ventura Freeway to the Valley 
Circle off ramp. Turn left on Calabasas Road and turn right on Mullholland Drive.  Continue 1 mile to Valmar Road.  
Make a right on Valmar and go 1 mile to the end. Valmar dead-ends at Mulholland Highway. Turn right on 
Mulholland Highway. In half-a-mile turn left on Old Topanga Canyon (you can only make a left). Drive up the 
canyon exactly 3 miles to 1717 Old Topanga Canyon Road and turn right into the main parking lot and check in 
with the main office. 
 

 
OVERNIGHTS 
 
Overnight campouts are held four times during the summer on Friday nights.  There is one for girls, one for boys 
and two co-ed overnights.  The dates are listed in the special event calendar found on page 23 in this handbook.  
The overnight offers campers ages 6 and up a diverse program of free choice camp activities consisting of 
gymnastics, go-carts, tennis, archery, ropes course and other fun areas.  After dinner there is an evening swim 
party, and a campfire with songs and skits.  A hearty dinner and breakfast will be prepared for all those in 
attendance.  The pick up time on Saturday morning is 10:00 am.  Registration flyers will be given to each child at 
least one week prior to each overnight.  The additional cost for this program is $145.00. 
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Transportation 

 

DROPPING OFF CAMPERS IN THE MORNING 
 
We encourage you to encourage your children to ride on the bus.  Our philosophy is that camp begins and friends are 
made from the moment they step on the bus. Bus Counselors lead songs and games each day. Should you need to drop 
off  your  child…  please arrive between 8:00 and 9:00 AM.  Please pull into the parking lot, drop off your child with a 
staff member and proceed out the exit gate.  Should you have a need to go to the office please follow instructions as to 
where you park. Parking is for 10 minutes only.  Where you park is quite critical since the camp buses must follow set 
parking procedures and they require extra turning space. If you are bringing your child to camp late you must check in at 
the main office for accountability purposes to prevent them from being listed absent.   

PICKING UP CAMPERS IN THE AFTERNOON 
 

 
Please pick up your child at 3:45 PM.  Please park in the parking lot and come to the front office to check out 
your child.  If you have a need to pick your child up from camp early, please inform your child that morning. Please park 
in the center area of the parking lot and proceed directly to the camp office. This office is located right through the 
entrance to the camp area.  Check in the office and make sure that an office staff member has checked out your child by 
name and bus number.  There is a sign out sheet.  Please write neatly.  This procedure is important for accountability 
purposes at the end of the day.  If you have arranged for some person other then yourself to pick up your child then make 
sure that you have identified them and that they have a written authorization. 
 
 

SWITCHING BUSES …IS  NOT  ALLOWED!!! 
Campers are not allowed to switch buses to or from camp. The bus in which the camper comes to camp is the same bus 
taken   home.      If   campers   are   going   to   someone   else’s   home   or   other   destination,   then   the   parent  must   provide   alternate  
transportation. 
 
TRANSPORTATION OFFICE HOURS: 
     7:30 AM – 8:30 AM Only Open for absences, concerns 

and changes of that morning. 
 

     9:30 AM – 3:00 PM Cali-Camp Office Hours – open for 
schedule changes 
 

  
Do Not  email or fax same or next day changes to us! 

 
SCHEDULE CHANGES:  
 
Any schedule changes or additions can be made two (2) days prior to the change via phone, email or  FAX.  If you made 
the schedule change request by email or fax an office staff member will confirm your schedule change by email.  In the 
event that it is less than two (2) days you must confirm by phone.   
 
Phone: (310) 455-0404 
Email: info@calicamp.com 
FAX:  (310) 455-0408 
  

 
 

mailto:info@calicamp.com

